Jan 8 PATRICE PIKE
Natural musical talent, evocative songwriting, deep passion, social consciousness, creative vision – that’s Patrice Pike.  She continues to make a major name for herself in Texas music circles and beyond, with international television exposure, global record play, worldwide concert appearances, and numerous awards, including induction as the youngest person ever into the Texas Music Hall of Fame.  Beyond her musical success, she is the co-founder of the Grace Foundation of Texas, providing support to young adult survivors of childhood homelessness.   Through her music, lyrics, and activism, she reminds us that we can take nothing less than the best of our hopes and desires.  patricepike.com
Opening: Karyn Oliver
A powerful, passionate, soulful voice, directly from her heart to yours.  karenoliver.com
Jan 15 ($15/$18) DARDEN SMITH & DAN NAVARRO
‘Eclectic’ best describes the music of Texas Troubadour Darden Smith. Childhood church music; Bob Wills’ swing tunes; Willie, Waylon, Jerry Jeff and Joe Ely’s Lone Star odes; the cultures of London, Nashville and New York: All are heard in Darden’s works. In any given song are tastes of country, pop, rock and folk performed in his unadorned powerful baritone voice accompanied by piano and guitar. Throughout his hits -- Midnight Train, Loving Arms, Frankie & Sue – and 10 critically acclaimed albums, Darden commits each song to honest and intelligent lyrics.  dardensmith.com
It is a new journey for Dan Navarro, one that indisputably carries his longtime collaborator and partner Eric Lowen in spirit, though not in body.  For twenty years, Lowen & Navarro have written, recorded, and performed for enthusiastic audiences throughout the world. Their works live on in recordings by artists as diverse as Pat Benatar, The Bangles, The Four Tops, The Temptations, and others, as well as their own vast library of projects.  Diagnosed in 2004, Lowen’s ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) now prevents him from touring, but Navarro continues to bring this resonant and timely music to their legions of fans, both old and new.  For that we can all be very grateful.  dannavarro.com
Jan 29 RED MOLLY
Red Molly brings concert-goers to their feet with stunning three-part harmonies, crisp musicianship, and a warm, engaging stage presence.  Combining the talents of singer/songwriters Laurie MacAllister, Abbie Gardner, and Carolann Solebello, their magic stems partly from each member’s varied experiences, contributing to their eclectic range – bluegrass, folk, gospel, Appalachian, country, blues, and jazz/swing.  Their latest release, Love and Other Tragedies, receives accolades and extensive play from both the Americana and Folk DJ communities, with songs featured in SingOut magazine and the 2008 John Lennon Songwriting Contest (winner in the Folk category).  Great songs, great singing, great musicians – what could be better?  redmollly.com
Opening: Carrie Elkin
Earthy, offbeat writing with strong folk/soul elements and sweet-toned vocals. carrieelkin.com
Mar 5 ($15/$18) THE BURNS SISTERS
After an absence of 13 years (!), we finally have The Burns Sisters back at Uncle Calvin’s.  From a family of twelve children in upstate New York, the three sisters – Marie, Jeannie, and Annie – have been singing together all their lives.  Featuring powerful songs, gorgeous sisterly harmony, and a distinctive blend of folk, country, and rock styles, their music follows an inner path they know by heart.  The result is music that is rich not only in melody, lyrical enjoyment, and import, but also in humanity.  Through eight albums and extensive touring together, plus individual solo projects, they continue to create an enviable body of work that more than stands up to the test of time.  It’s music that speaks to us all.. burnssisters.com
Opening: 3 Penny Acre
Ozark-inspired sound for this award-winning quartet of up-and-coming songwriters.
Mar 19 DREW NELSON | DEVON SPROULE | CHRIS O’BRIEN – New Discoveries
As one who is able to give expression to our own shared memories and dreams, Drew Nelson captures the spirit and longing of our time.  Growing up in Michigan, he escaped the narrow confines of his Midwestern upbringing by joining the Navy and traveling the world.  He shares that insight with songs filled with discovery, revelation, and hope.  drewnelson.com
Born in Ontario and growing up on a commune in Virginia, Devon Sproule recorded her first record and began touring nationally before the age of eighteen.  Her music shares elements of folk, country, and jazz, delivered in an affecting, personal style, and there’s usually a surprise coming just around the corner that will undoubtedly get your attention.  devonsproule.com
Boston-based singer/songwriter Chris O’Brien is an artist on the rise, having been chosen from a pool of over 1000 contestants in their twenties to appear on Prairie Home Companion in 2007, as well as recognition from radio and festivals throughout the country.  With his soulful vocals and compelling lyrics, an evening with Chris is one you won’t soon forget. chrisobrien.com
Mar 26 BILL HEARNE & MICHAEL HEARNE
Bill & Michael Hearne, uncle and nephew, are both longtime veterans of the Southwestern music scene, centered in their home state of New Mexico, with a down-home sound that might be called Americana, Roots, Western, even Country.   Whatever you call it, it’s just good music.

Not a songwriter himself, Bill Hearne is a renowned interpreter, wrapping his warm baritone and fabulous flat-picking guitar licks around some of the best songs that others have to offer.  After 35 years of performing with wife Bonnie, he is now forging a new path as a solo performer, but still with the same great style and same great songs.  He is one musical legend who has never forsaken his roots, and we are all the better for it.
Native Dallasite Michael Hearne is described variously as a songwriter’s songwriter, a guitar genius, a legend in his home city of Taos and throughout the Southwest.  He continues to leave and indelible mark on his audiences not only with his signature guitar sound, but also with songs and stories that are rich in lyrical prose, imagery, and humor.  He’ll be performing with his band South By Southwest.
Opening: Amilia K Spicer
Sweet voice warmly wrapped around melodious song.
